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      Most people prefer the feeling of a real, dead tree book in their hands – the smell, the texture, the sound of pages being turned, the knowledge that you’re getting further into the story as the right side of the book becomes smaller… I’m not one of those people, though. Personally, I’m all about those eBooks. I love them! I can’t get enough of them! I find them easier and faster to read, and I don’t need to be lugging around a large brick with me everywhere in order to get my daily fix. The eternal debate of which is better – physical or eBook – will rage on until one format becomes obsolete, with the memes and various posts made on the Internet about it ranging from “sensible” to “hilariously bad” (a particular example I can think of is a very upvoted image where a user proudly proclaimed that a Kindle will never be as impressive as a fully stocked library – and honestly, if you’re just getting books to impress people with your collection, you’re reading for the wrong reasons). Still, I do need to give credit where credit is due, and the fact of the matter is that if you prefer physical books, it’s way easier to get them for free. All you need to do is waltz into the local library, browse around and then check out whatever it is you want. Easy peasy! Ebooks enjoy regular sales on marketplaces like Amazon, but generally, you can’t really obtain them for free legally in the same way that you’d be able to get physical books. Or can you?

Yes, believe it or not, there are actually several ways you can get free eBooks completely legally, no scams or piracy required! First and foremost – if you, like me, live in the UK, or in the US, Canada or Australia, chances are that your local library might have digitized its collection, especially if it’s a bigger one. All you need to do is ask at the library, register for a username and password, download an app on your eReader and then enjoy reading pretty much all of the books that are available in that library immediately, for free! The negative side is that since most libraries require apps, this method won’t work on eReaders that don’t support apps, such as older Kindles and Nooks. But don’t despair, for there are even more ways you can obtain free books, as long as you’re not too picky about it! And yes, those ways do work on even older eReaders!

A good place where you can check for free books the Free eBooks Reddit, which regularly posts links to various online stores (mostly Amazon, but sometimes others) presenting books that, for a limited time only, are completely free. The books range from normal fiction that you’d find in a store, to non-fiction/guides, to weird stuff that you’d NEVER find in a store (for example, the very first book in the subreddit as of the time I’m writing this is a giant monsters romance novel). But that’s a bit too much hassle. What if someone could e-mail you every single day and send you links to free books straight into your inbox based on the genres that you’re interested in? Well, you’re in luck, because that is literally what Freebooksy does. Once you sign up, every single day you’ll receive an e-mail filled with eBooks that are free for the day. Those books will generally be in the genres you’ve specified as having an interest in, but what exactly they are is anyone’s guess – most of them are romances, but there’s quite a few thrillers and horrors in there. And best of all – I’ve actually found quite a few casino-themed books through the service!

As you may be aware, I’m a pretty avid gambler with a particular weakness for casino books. I mean, just look at all the ones I’ve reviewed in the past! When I’m not looking for the most excellent real money online casino offers for UK gamblers or playing roulette, blackjack or one of the few slots that I enjoy (okay, so I’m more of a traditional gambler than a slot aficionado, sue me), chances are I always have at least one casino book on the side, and many of them (but not all) I’ve gained through the Free Ebooks subreddit and Freebooksy. Currently, I’m reading this book on bonus bagging, which I might actually review in the future because it offers a pretty fresh new perspective on something that a lot of players utterly dismiss. But anyway, I’m getting off-topic here! Let’s return to the realm of free books!

If you don’t mind audiobooks, and spending a little bit of cash, I’d highly recommend that you get a subscription for Audible. In theory, Audible is a site where, for a small fee (which depends on your region, but is usually not a lot more than a Netflix subscription) you get one audiobook a month. In practice, though, since you can return any audiobook you get for any reason whatsoever, Audible can technically become an all you can eat buffet for as long as you’re paying the subscription fee. There’s no limit on how many times you can return a book and get a new one, which means that you’re only limited by your own free time. I think that four (well, let’s call them three and a half) ways of getting free eBooks are more than enough, so what are you waiting for? Go burn that Kindle out!
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      If you’re even remotely interested in videogames, chances are you’ve heard of a franchise known as “The Witcher”. The first game, released in 2007, gained gigantic critical acclaim for its complex storyline and characters and interesting battle and character development systems (which haven’t really aged all that well, admittedly). Its success gave the developer, an unknown Polish studio by the name of CD Projekt RED, worldwide recognition, allowing them to release “The Witcher 2” in 2011 and, of course, “The Witcher 3”, which won 2015’s Game of the Year award. The series is universally beloved by gamers everywhere… But did you know that they’re actually a sequel to a whole bunch of novels? And that the novels are WAY older than the games? It’s true!

In a world where most novels associated with videogames are adaptations (such as the wonderful “Assassin’s Creed” books), it’s actually quite refreshing to see some games which are actually based on books rather than the other way around. And not only that – “The Witcher” saga is great! Like, really, really great! While it never quite picked up steam in the rest of the world until the games blew up, the saga was actually extremely popular in Poland, spawning a movie and a TV series. And for good reason – it gives you fantasy like you’ve never seen it before! It’s dirty, gritty, but not overwhelmingly negative. It doesn’t shy away from presenting our characters as human (or inhuman) not just psychologically, but also physically. It’s hard to explain without giving things away, so let’s talk a bit about the plot, shall we?

The books follow the adventures of Geralt of Rivia, a Witcher – essentially someone who walks from town to town and takes money to deal with monsters plaguing the villagers. Sometimes this involves killing a giant beast, other times it involves dealing with it in some other manner. For example, in the very first book, “The Last Wish”, Geralt has to lift a curse from a young girl who has been turned into a Striga, a werewolf-like creature from Polish mythology. In the next book, “Sword of Destiny”, there’s a story all about NOT killing a monster and dissuading other hunters from pursuing it, as it is the last of its kind. And starting from the next book, “Blood of Elves”, killing monsters takes a back seat to a complicated plot as an army approaches from beyond the veil of the known world to destroy it. 

 Interestingly enough, the aforementioned first two books, “The Last Wish” and “Sword of Destiny”, are collections of short stories rather than novels, but that doesn’t mean you should dismiss them, as they introduce key characters and concepts that you absolutely need in order to understand the novels. Characters like Dandelion, the bard who always accompanies Geralt in order to sing of his exploits; Yennefer, the sorceress whose destiny is tied to Geralt’s through magic, and Ciri, who is so important later that literally anything I say about her is a huge spoiler. All the books are available in English (the first 5 from Amazon, the last two are available for free online as a fan translation, with the author’s permission), so get out there and give them a read! I guarantee they’re better than the games, and that’s saying something!
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      Let’s set up the scene a bit, shall we? Imagine that you live in Japan, a country which not too long ago faced one of the biggest, most terrifying attacks in history in the forms of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings. Your parents have lived through it, and they have told you of the countless horrors they’ve encountered – people scorched and burned to death, people killing each other over resources, people gradually dying due to radiation poisoning. You grow to resent violence and death, but surprisingly, most people of your generation, and the young ones from the next one, don’t seem to share your opinion. They adore violent pop culture such as movies and manga (Japanese comic books). The more violent it is, the better. How do you write a book that can show the horrors of violence to a young, contemporary audience while trying not to have the message too “in your face”? You write “Battle Royale”. 

The book tells the story of an alternate universe where, following the second World War, Japan descended into a totalitarian regime not unlike that of North Korea in the present. People dress the same, act the same, and all Western influences, such as music or movies, are forbidden – unless they portray Japan in a good light. The Japanese government terrorizes its people in various ways, but the most notable one is the “Battle Royale” program. Each year, a random class of middle schoolers (12-14 year old kids) is kidnapped, outfitted with explosive collars, placed on an evacuated island, given a weapon and told that if within three days there is more than one of them alive on the island they will all die. Thrown into a complete hell literally overnight, the students find themselves forced to commit horrible murders for the sake of survival. Some choose to die with dignity, others descend to their primal selves and begin hunting down the others, using their looks or superior fighting skills to overwhelm them. But on the island, you’re not allowed to be a good person, because good people die first. 

“Battle Royale” executes its flaw perfectly. The violence in the book, while not gratuitous, is realistically portrayed and described like in no other book… or movie, for that matter. But despite the fact that this game of death is at the core of the story, it’s not the focus. It’s the characters. Almost all of the 40 students fighting for their lives are given a fleshed out personality, backstory and motivation. That makes each death that much more emotional. While there are several characters who take on the role of “hunters” and start exterminating the other students, we can understand why each character is doing what they’re thinking. A huge mistake that the movie adaptation of “Battle Royale” did (alongside several other major ones, but that’s a rant for another time) is making the main antagonist just some guy the government hired to hunt down the kids, which goes completely against what the book was going for. Here, we know who both the hunter and the hunted are, so we care about the characters no matter what the outcome is. And let me tell you, it’s not just the hunters who get to kill.

Above all, “Battle Royale” is an exploration of the human mind under duress. When the chips are down and it’s kill or be killed, who are you going to become? And more so, it’s an exploration of the mind of a teenager, someone who only a few years ago used to be a child and is now on their way to being an adult. No, that’s still not right – it’s the exploration of the minds of forty teenagers. And if you think you can handle the violence (or even if you don’t think you can), it’s definitely one worth diving into.
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      And we’re back! As you know, last time [please place a link to it in the anchor text]we discussed a couple of novels (one fictional, one based on a true story and one that I wish wasn’t fictional because realistically I have a bigger chance of being a Bond girl than I have of ever meeting Daniel Craig) that were centred around casinos. But if you’re a gambler that wants to get some tips on how to improve his or her blackjack odds, “Bringing Down The House” isn’t exactly going to help you, unless you know a bunch of MIT students willing to count cards for you. So, what books should you read instead? I’ve got a handful of suggestions for you all! I can’t guarantee that any of these is going to turn you into the Sherlock Holmes of gambling, but they’re certainly not a bad place to start at all!

Scarne’s New Complete Guide To Gambling

John Scarne

Amazon / Goodreads

John Scarne is unanimously considered to be THE casino expert. Despite being born more than a century ago, his teachings about magic tricks and gambling are still revered by many who read the dozens of books he’s written on the subjects to this very day. Scarne has worked as a consultant at dozens of casinos throughout his life, so it’s fair to say that if there’s anyone who knows casino inside and out, it’s him. So when he puts his name on a book and calls it a “complete guide to gambling”, you better believe it! “Scarne’s New Complete Guide To Gambling” is the best-selling gambling book of all time, and has been in constant reprints since the 60s, so that should tell you something! It covers everything and anything that you could ever want to know about casino games, from strategies to stuff like odds and house percentages. I definitely highly recommend it as your starting point!

Professional Blackjack

Stanford Wong

Amazon / Goodreads

It has happened to all of us – we’ve watched “The Hangover”, saw the scene in which Zach Galifianakis wins hundreds of thousands by counting cards in a Vegas casino and decided that this was the coolest thing a fat guy has ever done in a movie since Porkins tragically sacrificed his life in the battle for the Death Star. There’s just one, tiny problem – we’re not autistic like Raymond Babbitt and don’t really have access to a team of MIT students willing to bend the rules for our benefit. So, what to do? Should we just give up on our card-counting dreams? Don’t you dare do that, my friend! “Professioal Blackjack” has you covered! Despite what popular culture has taught us, card counting isn’t limited to geniuses – it’s a skill that, like any other, can be learned and perfected through practice and mental discipline. According to Stanford Wong, with enough training you’ll be able to count cards with your eyes closed, and while you won’t always win (it took quite a bit of effort to pull off the big winnings in “Bringing Down The House”, after all), you’ll definitely maximize your chances. This book won’t magically turn you into a card counter, but it’s by far the best resource to set you on the path to becoming one.

The Theory of Poker

David Sklansky

Amazon / Goodreads

Poker is an easy game, right? You do what you can with the hand that you’ve been dealt, and if it’s not good enough you just kinda bluff it out, right? After all, poker’s no rocket science, right? If you think like that, you’re probably not very good at poker. I mean, don’t get me wrong, I’m not the best at it either (I’m pretty much only good enough to hold my own in strip poker – it’s an essential survival skill when you go to as many parties as I do), but at least I know about the Fundamental Theorem of Poker… Mostly thanks to this book. “The Theory of Poker” is just as fancy as it sounds – it explains, in relatively simple terms, the mechanics and mathematics behind the world’s most popular card game, giving you hints and tips on how to weaponize your knowledge and use it to win the various variations of the game, such as 5-card poker, Texas Hold’em or their less popular brothers. “The Theory of Poker” doesn’t just talk about mathematics and probability, though, as, let’s be honest – that’s not all that wins a game of poker. It also gives you advice on bluffing, deception, heads-up play, etc. Amazon calls it “the best book ever written on poker”, and honestly, after reading it from cover to cover, and I rather inclined to agree!
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      Hey, how’s it going? Casino is one of my favourite topics when it comes to books – I mean, there’s just something so exciting about them, wouldn’t you say? Whether you’re betting huge amounts of money on a single poker hand and hoping that you’ll be able to read your enigmatic opponent right, using complex algorithms to beat the casino at their own game or just accidentally hitting the jackpot on the slot machines and then having to deal with all kinds of shenanigans, casinos are always a setting for some really fascinating stories, provided they’re done right! And that goes for both the world of fiction and our own – after all, some of the best stories are the ones that happened to you, right? As such, I decided to compile two lists of my favourite casino books – one with novels (fictional or based on true stories) and one with non-fictional guides meant for casino players. Today I’ll be focusing on the former, but keep an eye out for a second list with the latter in the very near future! Without further ado, let’s get started!

Bringing Down The House

Ben Mezrich

Amazon / Goodreads

Ever seen the movie “21”? Well, that’s the book it was based on, and, as is often the case with adaptation, it’s way better! The book depicts the real (although somehow exaggerated at times for dramatic effect) story of Kevin Lewis, an MIT student who joined up with other fellow students in 1993 in order to form up a card-counting team and hit Vegas hard! Naturally, they succeed (wouldn’t have been much of a story if they hadn’t, after all), resulting in one of the biggest financial “scams” in the world. Keep in mind, I use the term “scam” loosely, as card counting isn’t technically illegal, but it’s certainly heavily discouraged by casinos, for obvious reasons. And even besides that, there’s still plenty of third parties willing and able to cause trouble for our protagonists to make for a rather exciting and intriguing read!

Casino Royale

Ian Fleming

Amazon / Goodreads

We just can’t talk about casino books without mentioning this 1953 classic! For the, like, two of you who didn’t know this, “Casino Royale” is the book that gave us one of the greatest British pop culture icons, the one and only James Bond! While originally despised by critics, the book was quickly embraced by readers, spawning an entire, long-running series and making its main character a household name! I mean come on, is there really someone who hasn’t heard of James Bond? That aside, though, the book itself is actually very well-written, with tight prose and excellent pacing. While the game at the centre of it, baccarat, isn’t exactly the most thrilling casino game in the world (it had to be changed to poker for the 2006 film adaptation), Fleming still manages to keep the novel going, switching up scenes just as the action starts to drag. And sure, the aforementioned movie adaptation is really, really good (and Daniel Craig is a god in a human body and I don’t care who says otherwise), but it’s always fun to explore the franchise’s beginnings, especially when they still hold up today!

All on Zero

Argiro Mantoglou

Goodreads

And now for a book that I’m sure absolutely none of you have heard of (but it’s okay, that’s why I’m here, after all), but I’m going to recommend you anyway because it’s just SO good, you guys! Have you ever wondered what would happen if “Fifty Shades of Grey” was good, less porny and about casino? Well, it doesn’t matter, because “All on Zero” is the answer! If you’ve ever wanted a dark romance that will also make you ponder philosophy and anthropology, you’ve just found it, and also you have very weird preferences. “All on Zero” tells the story of Dawn, a writer who returns to her home in Greece after 18 years in order to recharge her creative juices. That’s where she meets the charming Stavros, who introduces her to the dangerous appeal of casino life. Gradually, he corrupts her more and more, turning her into a twisted product of his own darkest fantasies. The entire book is written in a rather incoherent style, with scenes flowing into each other with little explanation, but that only helps to put us in the shoes of Dawn, who has suddenly found herself thrown into a world ready to chew her and spit her out. I’d be lying if I said that the book is for everyone, as admittedly the long discussions about philosophy tired even me out at some points, but if that’s your thing, you’re going to be quite happy… And even if it’s not, you’re still going to find plenty to love in “All on Zero”!
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      Hey there! Thank you for visiting my site! My name is Abbie Ball (nope, not Abigail or something like that, my parents literally named me Abbie, because life is cruel), and I’m a university student in London. As you may know, university students (and, well, students in general) read a whole lot of books. There’s our school books, our supplementary materials, additional books on the subject that can help us with projects and stuff, as well as everything that we just want to read for fun, or because we’re curious. And it’s not just us – everyone likes to read books of one type or another! Whether it’s my dad and his ‘Game of Thrones’ obsession, my mum and her (supposedly) non-fictional dramas, or my little sister and (ugh) ‘Twilight’. In my experience, even people who claim they don’t like to read love to read!

But while there’s nothing quite like the smell of a fresh book, we do live in the 21st century, and just like with everything technology has invented a way that makes reading books way easier and convenient, namely eBooks. They’re usually cheaper (sometimes even free), don’t weigh a ton and are convenient to carry around, as e-readers tend to be quite light. I know my Kindle can easily fit into my rather modest bag, and you can even read eBooks on your phone, if you’re willing to put up with the smaller screen. But not everyone knows where to look for those kinds of books – I mean, Google isn’t always helpful, and more often than not it tends to bring up results that are inconvenient, like digital books that cost twice as much as their physical counterparts or are illegal. As such, I decided to create the website that I’ve always wanted to find myself, namely a useful resource of convenient, cheap (or legally free) e-books on various topics. Keep in mind that I’d be uploading mostly books that I’ve found for myself, related to my degree or my interests, but if you have any requests feel free to contact me! Cheerio, and enjoy the site!

-Abbie
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